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Reunion Month
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Dr. David Welch
Honored With
Prestigious Jessie
Trice Award

The award is presented
annually to an individual that
displays outstanding leadership for community health
centers across the state. The
Jessie Trice Award was named
for a nurse, administrator,
mother, humanitarian and
champion for h eal t h care
though her involvement and
service. Throughout her adult
years, her interests, dedication,
and commitment took her far
beyond her professional
responsibilities and deep into
the rea lms of co m m u n i t y
service.
Dr. Welch, owner of Welch
Tax and Accounting Services

ST. PETERSBURG - Family
reunions can be exciting for
families who do not get to see each
other often. It is fun to catch up and
celebrate all of the reasons why it is
great to be related. A typical family
reunion will assemble the survivors
of grandparents and great-grandparents. The older attendees are
generally grandparents, parents,
siblings or first cousins while the
youngest could be second, third or
fourth cousins.
A family reunion can provide
reenactments that highlight pivotal
points in a family’s history, fascinating art that brings to life tales of
ancestors and their accomplishments, along with stories of legends
of the past.
One reason to go to a family
reunion is to get to know the family
you think you know already. Your
grandpa is one way at Christmas and
Thanksgiving, but he may be completely different when he’s joking
around with the cousin he roomed
with in college. They may have
shared inside jokes you’d be
shocked at, or you’ll see grandpa
laugh like he’s never laughed
before. There may also be old feuds
or rivalries among family members
that you’ve never known about.
Seeing family members around
other people for the first time helps
you know your entire family a little
bit better.
Sometimes meeting new
people is hard. You’re not always
sure that you’ll have something in
common to strike up a conversation.
At a family reunion, though, a
distant cousin might become your
new best friend. It’s easy to start

continued on pg. 6
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Dr. David T. Welch

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Community Health Centers of
Pinellas (CHCP) is pleased to
announce that Dr. David T.
Welch accepted the Jessie Trice
Award presented annually to a
citizen that has exemplified
outstanding leadership in the
cause of healthcare for all. The
award was presented on July
12 at the Four Seasons Hotel in
Palm Beach, FL. Pat Mabe,
CEO of CHCP said, “Dr Welch
has been a beacon for our
organization for many years.”
“His outstanding leadership
has improved lives while
re t a i ning the dignity of
thousands of underserved
patients that would not have
received the care, if not for his
tireless efforts.”

AWARD

REUNIONS

The Reynolds Family Reunion is celebrates in Tampa.

Family members enjoy the 14th Bi-Annual Johnson-Franklin Family Reunion.
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BY NISA ISLAM
MUHAMMAD
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE FINAL CALL
WASHINGTON, D.C. Republican Florida Governor Rick
Scott recently signed into law a bill
requiring adults applying for
temporary cash assistance to
undergo drug screening. His
rationale is to increase personal
accountability and prevent
Florida’s tax dollars from subsidizing drug addiction, while still
providing for needy children.
Parents failing the required drug
test may designate another individual to receive the benefits on behalf
of the children.
“While there are certainly
legitimate needs for public assistance, it is unfair for Florida
taxpayers to subsidize drug
addiction,” Governor Scott said.
“This new law will encourage
personal accountability and will

help to prevent the misuse of tax
dollars.”
However, this new bill flies in
the face of research and evidence
that proves such bills are ineffective and wasteful.
“Given the high cost of
treatment programs and the
waiting lists for services in many
areas, mandatory drug testing of all
applicants or recipients of TANF
benefits is a poor use of resources.
In a time of tight state budgets, it is
perverse to spend limited funds in
pursuit of the small number of
substance abusers who are not
identified through screening
processes, rather than on providing
actual services,” wrote Matt Lewis
and Elizabeth Kenefick of the
Center for Law and Social Policy
(CLASP) in their February report,
Random Drug Testing of TANF
Recipients is Costly, Ineffective
and Hurts Families.
“Despite the persistence of
proposals to impose drug testing at

the state and federal levels, these
proposals have consistently been
rejected because the data do not
support the money-saving claims.”
According to the National
Conference of State Legislatures
many states have proposed drug
testing for welfare recipients since
the passage of welfare reform in
1996. Drug testing is expressly
permitted in the federal rules
governing the TANF block grant.
Michigan was the first state to
implement mandatory drug testing,
but the law was found unconstitutional in 2003 by a Michigan Court
of Appeals. The Florida legislation
is the first to be passed by a state
legislature since the Michigan
case.
The bill seems to be based
more on stereotypes than the facts
of life for poor people.
“A lot of stereotypes exist
about poor people and why they’re
poor. People want to attribute their
poverty to poor choices and not to

Gov. Rick Scott

our economy even though we’re
coming out of one of the worst
economic recessions,” said
Elizabeth Lower-Basch, CLASP
Senior Policy Analyst.
The bill requires all applicants
for TANF to be tested for controlled substance use and the
applicant must pay for the drug
test. If they test negative the

TESTING

continued on pg. 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
Community Spotlight
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• Aknowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real
foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the
reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Budget Brinksmanship
Baffles And Bewilders
BY DR. JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
(TriceEdneyWire.com) Exactly how long have we known
that August 2 is the drop-dead date
to increase the debt ceiling? If we don’t do it, our
nation will precipitate an international crisis by
defaulting on debt that dozens of other countries
carry and by signaling that the nation that still sees
itself as the biggest and the baddest is nothing
more than the shallowest and the weakest. Of
course we can avert the crisis; there are still two
weeks to go before it all implodes.
But why step off on the brink of disaster,
except to make a point? Why attempt to diminish
our nation, except to be so shortsighted as to think
that diminishing a President has no impact on the
nation. Does the tearful John Boehner (R-Ohio),
that House Speaker who claims to so love his
country, plan to ruin it because he simply cannot
compromise with Democrats? What in the world
is going on?
W hen Senate Minority Le ader Mitch
McConnell (R-KY) said he could offer a compromise that would allow President Obama to raise
the debt ceiling while reducing the deficit, but in
separate actions, I felt that the logjam had broken.
And as I write this, I understand that the powers
are conferring to make it so. Still, I am disturbed
by those who would dig their heels in and take us
to the limit. What do they hope to gain by holding
fast to an untenable position? Do they really
expect to throw Social Security, Medicare, Pell
Grants, and other worthy government programs
out of the window because they are beholden to
the Tea Party?
While I embrace Senator McConnell’s plan as
a way to broker compromise, I am also amused by
a plan that will force President Obama to take
responsibility for rising debt in the middle of a
recession (that some say is over, but ask Pookie).
Who ever asked President George Bush to take
responsibility for his profligate spending? And
speaking of profligate spending, why are cuts in
the defense budget off the table for so many? We
can spend money like it is water when we are

seeking “democracy” and “order” in Afghanistan,
Iraq and Libya, but we can’t spend a penny when
we want to establish peace at home.
Thus the forces to suppress democracy here in
these United States are thriving. In preparation for
the 2012 election, there are deliberate acts of voter
suppression. On one hand, some congressional
representatives would cut social security. On the
other hand, those who are most likely to preserve
it – elderly people, especially the elderly of color
– are finding there voting rights imperiled.
Similarly, there have been attacks on the unemployed, the hungry, and those with health challenges. These are the very people who might, in
2012, roar back voting vengeance on those who
sip tea.
The unfortunate truth is that slashing entitlements and social programs will not fix our
nation’s financial challenges. Investing in the next
generation will. How can we expect to compete
when others on the global scene are investing in
education, in STEM (science, technology, engineering and math), in young people, while we are
divesting. Our young people graduate from
college shackled by debt, while others graduate
with the world on a string. Our young people find
doors slammed in their faces, even for unpaid
work, while their counterparts in China and India
are allowed to soar. If we had a five-year plan, a
ten-year plan, or a generational plan we’d move
forward. The Tea Party is living for the weekend,
living for the opportunity to embarrass President
Obama.
Haven’t they gotten it yet? Embarrassing
President Obama is embarrassing all of us. This
debt ceiling budget brinkmanship simply baffles
and bewilders the rest of the world and makes us
wonder what happened to a once-great nation. To
be sure, our weaknesses are minor compared to
meltdowns in Greece and in Italy. Still, we who
once dominated the world are now on the verge of
default because we can’t get along, can’t forge a
compromise, are strangled by the absences of
vision, soul and energy.
We have a few days to put a band-aid on the
problem. How long will it take for us to get to the
root of our dysfunction?

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Charlene Butler Williams
ST. PETERSBURGCharlene Butler Williams
came to St. Petersburg just a
few days after getting
married to her high school
sweetheart, Lewis. That was
almost 47 years ago. Since
that time, she and her
husband have reared a son,
co-owned a business, and are
now enjoying their grandchildren. Like her husband,
Williams is semi-retired. The
difference, however, is the fact that she cannot
even see herself in total retirement. “I did
retire from a full time position, but before I
knew it, I was being asked to fill in here and
there nearly every day. I like knowing what to
expect from day to day, so I decided to apply
for a part-time position, and I have enjoyed
every minute of it. It is good mental exercise
with no time to get bored,” said Williams.
Williams is a licensed optician who finds
joy in helping people see better. Not only is
she able to supplement her income in her parttime position, but she finds it delightful to
watch the reactions of people once they get
their new glasses. “I help them to improve
their quality of life. I am not ready to give that
up. After I completed my studies and obtained

my license as an optician 30
years ago, I experienced a level
of satisfaction that I had not
even imagined was possible.
My previous hospital work in
pediatrics and geriatrics was
interesting, but I watched so
much suffering there. The
people I work with now do a
lot of smiling,” Williams said.
If she did consider retirement in the near future,
traveling abroad is what
Williams would like to do. She hopes to go to
France, Austria, and Italy. She enjoys cruises
and would like to take a cruise to Greece or
some other country in the Mediterranean area.
She thought a child-friendly cruise would be
great for a trip with their two grandchildren.
Actually, a trip to the west coast of the USA
for sightseeing would be good for the
summer. The family has traveled extensively
up and down the eastern coastline in the past.
“Right now,” Williams related, “I am a virtual
traveler. I go to many places on the internet
and through books.”
Another activity
Williams enjoys is spending time with her
siblings and attending family reunions every
summer. She also likes going fishing or
relaxing with a good movie or book.

Midtown-Area Students
Without Diploma Will Face
Another Financial Hurdle
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Midtown-area students
without a high school diploma
will soon face another
financial hurdle when previously free GED classes are no
longer free. Employment
without at least a high-school
equivalency diploma is often
difficult, if not completely out
of reach, even for minimumwage jobs.
Adult-education classes in
all Florida schools, colleges,
and learning centers must
follow the new state law and
charge $90 to $360 yearly
tuition to prepare for the GED
exam. The fees also apply to
the homeless, handicapped
and all ESOLclasses. No
exceptions and no exemptions.
This charge may not sound
daunting to the general public,
but for lower socioeconomic
areas it could mean the differ-

ence between eating, paying
the rent, or going to school,
thereby deferring an indispensable diploma.
Additionally, proof of
Florida residency will be a
major factor for the lower fee
of $90 (payable $30 a term for
three terms), as opposed to
$360 a year for non-residents.
Specific documentation will
be required, such as mailed
utility bills, for proof of a
year’s residency in Florida.
Otherwise, the $360 out-ofstate fees apply.
As people of lower
incomes often move around
due to various circumstances;
single parenthood, welfare
assistance, low-cost housing
choices, or unemployment, the
residency requirement can be
another obstacle.
However, there are some
who feel the fees should not

detour an education.
“It would be best if there
were no fees, but if students
prioritize what is most
important and put education at
the top, it is doable, said local
NAACP member Harry L.
Harvey. “Students should also
use the time they spend in
class more efficiently, if they
must pay.”
Lakewood Community
School Administrator Sharon
Snow said, “This is an era
where students are being
asked to assume more
financial responsibility for
their education. It will call for
discipline and setting priorities
when it comes to paying a fee
for GED classes; however,
students will adjust once they
get over the shock.”
She added, “We are
bracing for the change as
well.”

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Operation PAR To Improve
Tampa Bay
HELLO
Integrated Healthcare System
In Pinellas County
P I N E L L A S PA R K Operation PAR, Inc., Pinellas
County’s largest and most comprehensive substance abuse
treatment provider was selected as
one of 15 organizations nationw i d e to par ticipa te in the
Integrated Health Provider
Learning Collaborative through
the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services AdministrationHealth Resources and Services
Administration.
The Collaborative provides
a learning environment for select
community mental health and
addiction providers to assess,
build and share outcomes related
to their organizations’ efforts to
integrate behavioral healthcare
and primary care. During the nine
month project, the selected organizations will work through the
Collaborative creating a platform
to effectively integrate the traditionally distinct primary care and
behavioral healthcare practices.
Integrating primary care and
behavioral healthcare is a marked
gap in Pinellas County’s service
delivery. With integrated care,
more people would have easier
access to behavioral healthcare

services, linked directly through
their medical doctor. All members
of the integrated treatment team,
physician and specialty care
providers, can increase effective
and efficient treatment.
“Operation PAR is excited
about this learning collaborative.
We have been working with
physicians and our Federally
Qualifie d H eal t h C en t er,
Community Health Centers of
Pinellas, over the past few years to
provide ‘whole person’ treatment
for those with addictive disorders.
Working with patients to address
their physic al , m en t al an d
emotional health in a truly integrated way will result in healthier
individuals.”
This initiative is critical in
Pinellas County where the current
prescription drug abuse epidemic
is killing youth and adults.
According to the 2010 Medical
Examiner Report, 617 people died
in Pinellas County who had prescription drugs identified in toxicology reports. Seven of these
were youths under the age of 18.
The Florida Department of Health
recently declared the prescription
drug epidemic a public health

emergency for the State.
Prescription drugs account
for 81 percent of all drug occurrences in this report when Ethyl
Alcohol is excluded. Integrating
primary care with behavioral
health care will help physicians
link these individuals identified
with substance abuse and mental
health problems directly to needed
treatment.
“Progress in our understanding of the interdependency of
general good health and freedom
from mental illness and addictions
make integration an expectation
— not an exception,” said Linda
Rosenberg, National Council
President and CEO. “Mental
health parity, coverage expansions
and emerging practice paradigms
offer the possibilities of new, integrated approaches to health. The
Collaborative will support behavioral health organizations as they
explore and implement the service
models and work flow processes
necessary to address the whole
health needs of people living with
mental illnesses and addictions.”
For information about
Operation PAR, visit the agency’s
website: www.operationpar.org.

Community To
Address PCSB About
Thurgood Marshall School
S T. P E T E R S B U R G This coming Friday, July 22,
parents and community
members will be meeting at the
Bartlett Park Resource Center,
642 22nd Avenue S. at 6 p.m. to
plan for the upcoming Pinellas
County School Board (PCSB)
meeting.

Parents will be organizing
for the purpose of attending the
Tuesday, July 26 PCSB meeting
at 5 p.m. where they will ask the
school board m em b ers t o
reverse their June 2011 decision
to change Thurgood Marshall’s
school start time from 7:20 to
9:30 a.m.

Over 70 percent of
surveyed parents wanted the
school time to remain at 7:20
a.m. The change to 9:30 a.m. is
supposedly to accommodate
students requiring busing.
For more information, it is
asked that you attend the
community meeting.

Joyce A. Nelson 90th Birthday Celebration
On Saturday, June 18, Joyce A Nelson celebrated her
90th birthday at the TradeWinds Resort on St. Pete Beach.
The program consisted of the occasion by Soror Joyce Gist, M.C.
Prayer by Soror Rose Mary Bruton. Remarks was made by
Soror Dorothy Bailey, AKA and Signora Farris, president of the
NCNW, St. Petersburg Council. Nu Beta Omega Chapter sang
Happy Birthday, Donald Rutledge rendered a song.
Family, friends and out of town guest from New York,
Thomasville, GA, California and Aruba came bearing gifts,
flowers and tokens of love to make this event most memorable.

SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

Talent Meets
Community Value

Lakeema Matthew, Sigrid Tidmore, Trey Fitzgerald, Ed Ross.

TAMPA - Thursday, July 14, the teen and given an opportunity to have their photos
young adult students of Community Stepping taken and turned into posterized portrait for a
Stones (CSS), a Sulphur Springs-based mural painting. Trey, LaKeema Matthew
nonprofit, held an interactive gallery show along with other fellow CSS youth, were on
featuring their new mural enterprise at the hand actually painting the new mural that will
Ybor City HCC Art Gallery. During a public grace their Hillsborough riverfront facilities.
CSS is supported in part by the Arts
reception, presented their show is titled,
“PAINT THE POSSIBLE: Artistic Mural Council of Hillsborough County and the USF
Collegeof Fine Arts. In this economy, when
Messaging.”
Founded in 2004, CSS facilities sit on the grants and donations are harder to find, these
banks of the Hillsborough River in Sulphur youngpeople are making their program susSprings. This tranquil environment and pro- tainable through working on these market
fessional studios provide an ideal location for ready art projects.
In addition marketing their artwork,
young people to learn critical thinking skills,
craftsmanship and career building tech- Former Tampa City Council member and
CSS director Linda Saul-Sena says there are
niques.
CSS uses an arts-infused curriculum to l a u n c h i n g a n a g g r e s s i v e f u n d r a i s i n g
prepare at-risk youth (14 years and older) campaign. To that end their flyer used for this
with the critical thinking skills and introduc- purpose, ask the community to “Paint a better
tory work experiences that prepare them for future for a teen with a job scholarship. The
successful future careers. In the past three flyer ask potential donors to consider the $62
years, the organization has produced a per month for a scholarship compared to the
variety of large murals that have won several $20,000 per year to incarcerate a young
regional design awards. Now the students person.
want to participate in a social
enterprise that provides
employment for them and
training opportunities for
others like them.
Trey Fitzgerald, a student
standing below a bigger than
life mural of himself at age
ten, relaxed into the pride and
support founder Ed Ross and
director Sigrid Tidmore were
showering him with. Trey
began with CSS when he was
eleven years old.
Attendees at the gallery
show were guided through the
mural process — from a
cocktail napkin concept to
completing a full-sized
building mural. Guests were
Attendees engaging in an interactive
mural experience.

It is the only Back-To-School advertising supplement
targeted to African-Americans! This Special Edition will be published
Thursday, August 11, 2011 in partnership with Pinellas County Schools.
It will feature valuable information every family needs.
Reserve your space by Thursday, August 4, 2011 by calling 727-896-2922
or emailing kriley@theweeklychallenger.com
Ad copy deadline Friday, August 5, 2011.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
People-To-People Ambassador
Returns To St. Petersburg
BY KHANA RILEY
CHALLENGER STAFF
WRITER
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Natalie Houston, upcoming
senior at Boca Ciega High
School, has journeyed over to
Europe and back, as a Student
Ambassador with the Peopleto-People Program.
P e ople- to- People is a
student ambassador program
founded in 1956 by President
Dwight E. Eisenhower, on the
premise of “peaceful relations
between
nations
requires
mutual respect between individuals.” With more than
500,000 ambassadors and over
50 years of experience, Peopleto-People continue to fulfill its
mission: We bridge cultural and
political
borders
through
education
and
exchange,
making the world a better place
for future generations.
The program and process
however, was not easy. In order
to be considered, one must
meet the requirements of the
program and also be
nominated. Once nominated,
there are information sessions
as well as an interview and
selection process. Houston was
fortunate enough to make it
pass the interview and through
to the selection process as one
of three individuals. She then
represented Florida out of a
delegation group of 39 ambassadors from all over the
country. Houston and her delegation were to embark on a 19d a y tr ip to Eur ope . She

REUNIONS

continued from front page
talking because you automatically
have something in common:
family. Even if you don’t hit it off
as best friends with a distant
relative, knowing she is there may
help you in the future with family
burdens or problems.
Traditional family reunion
activities include an afternoon
luncheon or early evening dinner
and a program featuring music,
song, poetry reading, history
recitals, honorary recognition of
elders, community contributions
and educational achievements.
During National Family
Reunion Month The Weekly
Challenger spotlights the
Reynolds Family Reunion and
Johnson/Franklin Family
Reunion this week, followed by
the Martin Family Reunion and
Akins/Aikens/Leeks Family
Reunion in next week’s edition.

Reynolds Family
Reunion
BY ERSULAODOM
TAMPA - The Reynolds
family celebrated their family
reunion July 8-10 in Tampa,
honoring the descendants of
Matilda Reynolds, originally from
Clay County Georgia.
The family activities, aimed at
“ B ri dging the Ga p from
Generation to Generation,”
included a Meet and Greet on
Friday, plus a tour of the Walter L
Smith Library and a picnic at
Ragan Park on Saturday.
Sunday’s activities included
church services at New Mt. Zion
M.B. Church followed by a
banquet and dance at the

Natalie Houston enjoys eating crepes in France
with delegation members.

described the moment of her
selection as “indescribable and
excited. I felt like I was going
to cry.” She was on her way to
becoming a future Ambassador
of the United States.
In talking of her experiences, Houston spoke wide
eyed and full of smiles as she
recounted her experiences of
Europe. She used her journal, a
requirement of the program
worth high school credit, to
recall the specific names of
places, but once or twice was
all. It was clear that she inhaled
all that there was to experience.
She visited Wells, France,
Belgium, Netherlands,
Amsterdam and Ireland.
When asked about her
favorite countries visited,
Houston commented, “France
and Belgium, which is interesting because in school history
wasn’t my best subject, but it’s

Westshore Embassy Suites. Young
and old marveled at the extensive
historical Smith Library collection
now housed in the former home of
Rubin (Matilda’s grandson) and
Eva Reynolds. Approximately
75 family members participated in the reunion
During the picnic, a 30 foot
family tree, covering three tables,
became the gathering spot to
discover where everyone fits and
to make sure missed family
members were added. It was a very
enjoyable activity. Many of the
young people involved spent time
exchanging information with
others and looking for information
about their grandparents and their
siblings. Some volunteered to
work with a senior member of the
family to gather information and
plan activities for the next reunion.
To that end, they were elected to
offices and will be officially in
charge in 2013. Family members
also provided information tables so
that vital information about life
issues could be dispensed. Brenda
and Arthur Holley provided
financial information; Dr.
Joanne Thomson, dental
h e a l t h ; D r. W a l t e r a n d
Barbara Smith, FAMU; and
Shirley Grimsley, diabetes.
Several family members were
participants in the church services.
Among them were Deacon Sutton
Page, men’s choir member Arthur
Holley, pastor and attorney Sam
Hutchinson, and guest pastor, Ray
Allen. Family member Elsie Ruth
Howard of New Jersey and Mt
Zion member Carolyn Watson
shared a magic moment following
the church service. They were
valedictorian and salutatorian of
the Speights High School graduating class in Fort Gaines, Georgia,
but they had not seen each other in
many years.

so cool to see all of the History
that’s there.” Houston also
toured museums such as the
Louvre in France and saw the
Mona Lisa up close. Her face
lit up however, when talking
about the Eiffel Tower. When
asked about her most lasting
mem o ry, Ho u s t o n ’s face
became serious and somber.
“Anne Franks Annex,”
Houston said. “The Holocaust
is just so very emotional to me
and to think about it what
happened is just so sickening.
To be there, in the secret annex
where she lived, was absolutely
amazing especially to think that
she did it, she lived there.”
Houston also explained the
itenirary in detail and gave light
to the activities and experiences, as being structured but
also fun and adventurous. One
of Houston’s most memorable
activities involved repelling

Stars of the dinner and dance
were praise dancers Shamaka
Carter and Arnethia Anderson.
Sam Hutchinson was the featured
speaker. The oldest member in
attendance at 91 was Tampa’s
Frankie Reynolds (widow of West
Tampa barber Leroy Reynolds),
and Vera Parker of Denver, CO
traveled the furthest.
Brothers Michael and Jerome
Williams, owners of the Glory
Foods Company and grandsons of
Matilda Reynolds added a historical nugget of interest. According to
the Williams brothers, “The Glory
Foods Company was all due to
Grandma Mattie’s cooking.”
Their father, William F. “Bill”
Williams, along with three
partners, launched Glory Foods in
1989. Now, according to the
brothers, no African-American
family celebration is complete
without their flavorful Southernstyle vegetables. The 2011
reunion committee members
were Raymond Allen, Jennifer
Christian, Elsie Ruth Howard, Sam
Hutchinson, Osborne Odom and
Orzretta Page. Other local family
members who gave extra support
were Sutton Page, Bro. Billy
Wheeler, Rev. Dr. Katheryn
Lepard, Bernard Odom, Ersula
Odom and Elaine Dogan.
Grandma Matilda would be proud
of what has become of her
children’s children and how they
have grown and worked together.

14th Bi-Annual
Johnson-Franklin
Family Reunion
BY DEBRAJOHNSON
WOODARD
ST. PETERSBURG - In
1985, a group of family members

down the Penrhyn Castle in
North Wales, England. She
loved the fact that right before
you began your descent, there
was a sign that read, “You Can
Do It.” That saying seemed to
echo throughout the 19-day
excursion to Europe.
Although she experienced a
t ri p o f a l i f e t i m e , N a t a l i e
expressed how excited she was
to be back home. Rev. and Mrs.
Rickey Houston told of how the
first three days were rough for
her and that they kept encouraging her not to let those
feelings of homesickness stop
h e r. S h e w a s h o w e v e r ,
overjoyed to be back on native
soil. “I almost cried at the
thought of being home,” she
said. “I am happy to have experienced what I did, but I looked
forward to returning home.”
Houston did mention however
that her future aspirations are
those that could warrant the
need to return abroad. She
plans on becoming a medical
doctor and work with the
military, a desire from being
the daughter of an Airman.
In being asked to give
advice to youth who are considering new opportunities or
youth who don’t see opportunities such as this as an option,
Ho us t o n c o m m e n t s , “ I t ’s
perfect to look back and think
that the morning song that
would play everyday on our
coach bus was the song ‘Don’t
Stop Believing’ by Journey.
Don’t give up, reach for the
stars. If you can see it, you can
achieve it.”

living in the state of New Jersey,
assembled and planned the first
Johnson-Franklin family reunion
under the leadership of their elected
president Amos Johnson. Over the
years, bi-annual reunions were
hosted by family members in
various cities across the country. In
2009, the decision was made to
hold the 2011 reunion – July 8, 9,
and 10th in the beautiful Sunshine
City of St. Petersburg, Florida for
the first time.
This reunion was hosted by
the family of the late Helen
“Johnson” Lawton (Richard), the
daughter of Lonnie “LJ” Johnson
and Aretha Mack. Over TwoHundred family members and
friends gathered together for a
weekend of celebration and fellowship. Our guests lodged at the
Hilton Hotel and Hampton Suites
in lovely downtown St.
Petersburg. Family members
traveled from several states
i n c l u d i n g G e o rg i a , N e w
Jersey, Virginia, Connecticut,
Missouri, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Louisiana,
Pennsylvania and throughout
Florida. Our theme for the
reunion was “Bearing the
Torch”.
On Friday, July 8, the family
came together at Bay Vista Park for
sports and a “Meet and Greet”
from 6-10 pm. A “Friday night
“fish fry and buffet” was enjoyed
by all. Saturday the 9th was a full
and fun -filled day beginning with
a 3-Man Bowling Tournament
followed by a down home
southern style cooking picnic with
delicious food by Orange
Blossom Catering and the unforgettable catering of Sofia Forte’s
Catering. The menu choices had

REUNIONS

continued on page 12

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday, July 22 - Wildflower Walk, Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way S., 10:30 a.m. Visit
www.stpete.org/boyd or call 727-893-7326.
Saturday, July 23 - SaturDAY Salsa. Every Saturday.
Courtyard by the Bay. The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 2 to 6
p.m. Visit www.stpetepier.com or www.salsawithgreg.com
or call 727-821-6443.
Sunday, July 24 - Pier Paddle Social, Spa Beach, at foot
of The Pier, 1 p.m. See St. Pete from the water with a
Sunday paddle around The Pier, the flats, the marina and
back. All paddlers invited. Rental boards will be available.
Call Jonny Reno, 727-510-1921.
Tuesday, July 26 - Rights Restoration Workshop. Meet with
trained volunteers both to learn about and start the process
of getting your civil rights and liberties restored. Noon to 3
p.m. at The College Hill Branch Library, 2607 E. Dr. MLK, Jr.
Blvd. in Tampa. Contact: 813-288-8401.
Tuesday, July 26 - The next meeting of the Pinellas County
School Board will be Tuesday, July 26, at 5 p.m. in the
Conference Hall of the Administration Building, 301 Fourth St.
SW, Largo. A public hearing regarding the 2011-12 budget
begins at 7 p.m. Citizens may speak about any item on the
agenda http://pinellasschool.iqm2.com/citizens/Default.aspx
not involving a hearing on employee discipline, by registering
before the item is introduced. Presentations from the
audience regarding items not on the agenda may be made at
the end of the meeting.

CLASSIFIED
BUY OR SELL YOUR HOUSE TODAY! Low/No Dwn we qual you!
Free list! 727-410-7870 bestrealestatestore.com
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at 727-896-2922 for more information

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
Langston Hughes wrote:
Dreams
Hold fast to dream
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.
Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.
Interestingly enough, my son learned this
poem when he was three years old. The curriculum in the preschool in which he was
enrolled included learning scriptures, poems
and many other things to encourage early
literacy. I’m sure the directors and teachers in
the preschool knew how important it is to
believe in one’s dreams. Do you remember the
dreams you once had? Did you achieve them?
If so, I hope you’re living a fulfilled life. If
not, what are you waiting on to achieve your
dreams? As long as you have breath, you have
hope. So get moving.

AWARD

continued from front page
for the last 25 years, has been a
member of the Community
Health Center of Pinellas’
(CHCP) board of directors since
April, 2003 and served as chair
from May, 2003 until May, 2011.
Under Dr. Welch’s leadership,
CHCP was recently the first in
the nation to be awarded the
Medical Home Designation for
three years. This designation is
m a d e by the A ccreditation
Association for Ambulatory

Now, can you imagine what would happen
if we taught all children to believe in their
dreams? Before they learn about other careers,
many of our children dream of becoming
police, firefighters, doctors, lawyers, teachers,
and players in the NBA, WNBA, and NFL.
When they learn about other careers their
dreams sometimes change. With our encouragement, they can achieve their dreams –
whatever they may be.
If we hold fast to our dreams and teach our
children to do the same, the soul of our
community will move beyond the pains,
stains, and strains of racism, discrimination,
poverty and all of the other ills that affect us.
Our community will produce dreamers and
achievers who ensure that the soul of the
entire community flourishes. I believe our
ancestors dreamed this dream. It’s about time
we realized this dream as a community and
not as a few individuals who are scarcely a
part of the community.

Health Care.
Dr. Welch has received
endorsements from dozens of
people who recognize the depth
and breadth of service that he has
provided our community. U.S.
Congresswoman Kathy Castor
said, “ C le ar l y Dr. Wel ch
embodies the Jessie Trice spirit
of visionary leadership. He has
challenged the status quo,
created new programs and
services not only related to
health but also to the economic
survival of the individual.”
Community Health Centers

of Pinellas began in 1985, as the
Johnnie Ruth Clarke Health
Center. The facility was named
in honor of Johnnie Ruth Clarke,
a civil rights activist and a
pioneer in the fight against sickle
c e l l a n e m i a . To d a y, t h e
Community Health Centers of
Pinellas is a critical healthcare
d el i v ery s y s t em p ro v i d i n g
services to the insured and
uninsured based on a sliding fee
scale, with five locations
throughout Pinellas County.
For more information, visit
www.chcpinellas.org.

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
FREE * HOME * ENERGY * REPAIRS
The Pinellas County Urban League is offering Weatherization
Services to qualifying low income homeowners residing in
Pinellas County. Weatherization Services Can Lower Your
Monthly Home Electric Bill by 20 to 30 percent.
Installed Measures
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sealing around doors and Windows
Attic Insulation (R30)
Solar Window Screens or Film
Smart Thermostats
CFL Lighting
Seal and Insulate Duct System
Energy Star Refrigerator
Repair or Install New HVAC System
Replace Water Heater

Complete Diagnostic Testing of Home

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: State of Florida’s Task Force on African-American History

Martin Delany
Born free in Charleston,
West Virgina, Martin Delany
was taken to Pennsylvania as a
child to be educated. There he
developed an interest in finding
solutions to the plight of blacks
in America. He developed a
reputation as a writer and orator
on abolition and emigration.
From 1847 to 1849 co-edited
the North Star with Frederick
Douglass. He studied medicine
and science at Harvard and
practiced medicine in Chicago
and Canada. He often traveled
around the country, speaking on
abolition. Once in Ohio he was
beaten nearly to death by a mob,
but continued to speak for
freedom, helping to lead the
debate after the passage of the
Fugitive Slave Act in 1850.
After publishing his views
in his newspaper, The Mystery,
Delany published two books,
The Condition, Elevation,
Emigration and Destiny of the
Colored People of the United
States Politically Considered
(1852) and Principal of
Ethnology: The Origin of Races
and Color (1879). He presented
a scientific paper before the
Royal Geographic Society at
the International Statistical
Conference which met in
London in 1960. Several
Southern delegates left the conference after Lord Brougham
complimented Delany’s performance.
Frederick Douglass said of
his friend Martin Delany, “I
thank God for making me a man
simply: but Delany thanks Him
for making him a black man.”
Delany was proud of his
Mandingo and Gullah heritage
and led the first and only expedition of African-Americans to
Africa in 1859. In the Niger
River region, Delany’s party

conducted scientific studies and
made agreements with several
African leaders about the
treatment
of
prospective
emigrants from America.
Devoted to freedom,
Delany met with President
Lincoln in 1865, proposing a
black army led by black commanders. Although his idea
was not adopted, he was the
first African-American to be
commissioned a major in the
U. S . C o l o r e d t r o o p s . I n
addition, he fought with the
109th Regiment. At the war’s
end, he worked for three years
with the Freedman’s Bureau.
He later became a customs
inspector and a trial justice in
Charleston, South Carolina.
Martin Delany died on January
24, 1885.

Marcus Mosiah
Garvey
Marcus Mosiah Garvey
came to America from Jamaica
in 1916. Within two months, he
recruited 1500 followers for the
New York chapter of his
Universal Negro Improvement
Association (U.N.I.A.) which
he had founded in Jamaica in
1914. By 1920 he boasted four
million members in over thirty
branches. Even his harshest
critics conceded that he had at
least a half-million followers.
Appealing to race pride,
Garvey capitalized on the discontent and frustration of
blacks. He praised all things
black as strong and beautiful
rather than inferior. He argued
that blacks would not find
tolerance in America and must
go back to their native
homeland. He said, “Wake up
Ethiopia! Wake up Africa! Let
us work toward the one glorious
end of a free, redeemed and

mighty nation. Let Africa be a
bright star among the constellation of nations.”
Garvey exhorted economic
independence and repatriation
for black people. In 1921, he
called a national convention in
N e w Yo r k , a t t e n d e d b y
thousands of Africans from
twenty-five countries. The convention laid the foundations for
a steamship company, the Black
Star Line, and the Negro
Factory Corporation to foster
black business and industry.
Garvey led the black
masses in cities including New
York, Chicago, Cleveland, and
Detroit. Praising all things
black, he organized the
Universal Black Cross Nurses,
the Universal African Motor
Corps, and the Black Eagle
Flying Corps. His newspaper,
The Negro World, spread his
teachings and U.N.I.A. news
throughout the country. In 1921,
Garvey formally organized the
Empire of Africa, appointing
himself provisional president.
His nobility included knights of
the Nile, knights of the distingu i s h e d s e r v i c e o r d e r o f
Ethiopia, and dukes of the
Niger and of Uganda.
Although millions of the
masses followed him unquestioningly, black intellectuals
doubted his views. In 1923, the
U.S. government found him
guilty of charges of using the
mails to defraud in fundraising
for the Black Star Line. Two
years later he entered the
Atlanta penitentiary to serve a
five-year sentence. President
Coolidge pardoned him in 1927
and had him deported as an
undesirable alien.
His efforts to revive his
movement in Jamaica and
London failed. Garvey died in
1940.

Income Cannot Exceed
Size of Family Unit
Max Income
1 . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,780.00
2 . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,420.00
3 . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,060.00
4 . . . . . . . . . . . .$44,700.00
5 . . . . . . . . . . . .$52,340.00
6 . . . . . . . . . . . .$67,620.00
Each additional member add: $7,640
2011 Poverty Income Guidelines
increased by 200%

This Program is Funded by the Department of Energy – ARRA Stimulus 2010

- - - Applications Are Available - - Visit the Pinellas County Urban League at 333-31st

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

Street North, St. Petersburg or call (727) 321-5149 to

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS

have an application sent to your address.

At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

These Services Are Completely Free of Charge

Time is Running Out – Get Your Application

Today!!

Florida
Department of
Community
Affairs

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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HEALTH AND FINANCE
Let’$ Talk Money

by Roy James

Thinking Outside of the
Retirement Savings Box
When it comes to rebuilding your nest egg,
finding guaranteed ways to help grow assets is an
important part of securing your financial future.
The financial downturn has caused
American investors to shy away from aggressive
traditional investment portfolios. And for good
reason. According to a 2009 report released by
Prudential Financial entitled The Impact of the
Market Crises on Retirement Preparedness,
many investors lost more than a third of their
assets in the recession.Fears of further losses
caused a good many to retreat, but as the
economy shows signs of recovery people are
looking for ways to rebuild their nest eggs.
Among the survey’s other findings:
- Eight in 10 acknowledged a need to start
rebuilding their savings after the recession.
- Seventy-three percent of retirees say they
are exploring new ways to grow their assets.
- Three-quarters said a product with guarantees for lifetime income, protection of principal,
and opportunities to lock in market gains would
be important or nice to have as part of their
portfolio.
- Seventy-six percent said they would go
back into the market if they had a guaranteed
solution and 8 of 10 said they would likely
consult a financial professional to learn more.
Given these statistics, it’s not surprising that
many people are eager to find investment guarantees, such as those offered by variable
annuities. In fact, 61% of those surveyed said
they would strongly consider purchasing a
variable annuity to help guarantee income
growth while protecting their initial investment.
According to the survey, investors have
shifted their focus and using what they’ve
learned from this period to carefully evaluate
their next financial moves so that they can
rebuild their retirement savings.
The Prudential survey also noted that
Americans who felt negatively affected by the
financial downturn were most likely to pull
money out of the equity market—and 34 percent
did just that. Obviously many of us need a solid
confidence boost to convince us that putting our
money back into the market is a solid move.
The good news is, in addition to helping
individuals rebuild retirement savings, products
with guarantees can provide the confidence
many investors need to venture back into the
market, strengthening their ability to attain
retirement income security. Survey results stated
that 76 percent of those who were still employed,
and 61 percent of surveyed retirees would in fact
put money back in the stock market if their retirement investments included a guaranteed income
stream.
Americans have always been resilient, and
thinking outside of the box is one of our inherent
strengths. In the aftermath of such widespread
financial loss, there’s never been a better time to
look beyond tried-and-not-so-true investment
strategies to find new ways to create retirement
income guarantees. Your financial future may
depend on it.
Investors should consider the contract and

the underlying portfolios' investment objectives,
risks, and charges and expenses carefully before
investing. This and other important information
are in the prospectuses, which can be obtained
from your financial professional. You should
read the prospectuses carefully before investing.
It is possible to lose money by investing in
securities.
Annuity contracts contain exclusions, limitations, reductions of benefits and terms for
keeping them in force. Your licensed financial
professional can provide you with complete
details.
Variable annuities are appropriate for longterm investing and designed for retirement
purposes. Investment return and principal value
of an investment will fluctuate so that an
investor's unit values, when redeemed, may be
worth more or less than their original cost.
Withdrawals or surrenders may be subject to
contingent deferred sales charges (CDSC).
Withdrawals and distributions of taxable
amounts are subject to ordinary income tax and,
if made prior to age 59-1/2 , may be subject to an
additional 10 percent federal income tax penalty.
Withdrawals, for tax purposes, are deemed to be
gains out first. Withdrawals can reduce the living
benefit, death benefit and account value.
Variable annuities offered by Prudential
Financial Companies are available at an annual
cost of 0.65 percent to 1.65 percent for mortality
expense and administration fees, with an additional fee related to the professional investment
options. The fees will vary depending on the
underlying annuity and investment options
selected.
Optional living and death benefits may not
be available in every state and may not be elected
in conjunction with certain optional benefits.
Optional benefits have certain investment,
holding period, liquidity, and withdrawal limitations and restrictions. The benefit fees are in
addition to fees and charges associated with the
basic annuity.
All guarantees, including optional benefits,
are backed by the claims-paying ability of the
issuing company and do not apply to the underlying investment options.
Variable annuities are issued by Pruco Life
Insurance Company (in New York, by Pruco Life
Insurance Company of New Jersey), Newark, NJ
and distributed by Prudential Annuities
Distributors, Inc., Shelton, CT. All are Prudential
Financial companies and each is solely responsible for its own financial condition and contractual obligations. Prudential Annuities is a business
unit of Prudential Financial.
0174555-00001-01, Ed 3/2010, Exp
9/11/2011
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more
information, contact Roy James, L.U.T.C.F., a
Financial Professional with The Prudential
Insurance Company of America's Sunshine State
agency located in Tampa, FL. Roy James's
private office is located in St.Petersburg,Fl. He
can be reached at roy.james@prudential.com
and (727)327-4137.
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Eating Healthy
For A Family On The Go
BY KEISHIASMITH
SPECIALTO THE NNPA
FROM THE INDIANAPOLIS
RECORDER
WA S H I N G T O N , D . C . Tammy Barns knows first-hand
how difficult it can be to find time to
prepare healthy meals on a busy
schedule.
"I work, make runs for family
members, I drive my son and his
friends around on the weekend and I
help take care of my mother," she
explained. "Sometimes for breakfast
I just want to grab coffee."
The majority of working
parents don't always feel like they
have the time to prepare a hearty
meal. For this reason, many people
resort to fast food or prepackaged
food. Despite her busy schedule,
Barns decided that she wanted to
make a definite effort to eat healthy,
and now she takes steps to do so.
According to Sara Gosnell, an
outpatient dietitian at Wishard
Health Services, there is no reason
for anyone to feel like they don't
have enough time to prepare healthy
meals. She believes people just need
to be educated about low-cost and

(STATEPOINT) - If you suffer
from seasonal asthma or allergies,
you know how uncomfortable your
symptoms can make you this time of
year. Rather than suffer, say goodbye
to your unpleasant symptoms with
simple lifestyle changes and diet
modifications.
What you put inside your body
can have a tremendous impact on
your allergies says Dr. Fred
Pescatore, author of “The Allergy &
Asthma Cure.” According to Dr.
Pescatore, “refined sugars, flours,
and processed food all trigger
inflammation, so steer clear of
them.”
Instead, look for foods containing vitamin D3, which decreases
inflammation, vitamin C, which
helps combat the added stress to our
bodies caused by allergies, and
vitamin A, which helps rid the body
of mucus.

52 14 33
CA$H 3

107
622
493
DOG DAYS

It also helps to turn your home
into a refuge from allergens.
Preventing buildup of harmful
irritants is a crucial step to breathing
easy.
Regularly dusting, vacuuming
and washing bedding will go a long
way in the fight against allergens.
The Asthma and Allergy Foundation
of American recommends wearing a
mask while you clean, and leaving it
on for a few hours afterward while
the dust settles.
Be sure to keep your home dry.
Water build-up is an invitation for
mold growth. Go mold-free by
hanging wet towels, fixing indoor
and outdoor leaks, and using a dehumidifier.
Feathered and furry creatures
are no friend to your sinuses. Do
yourself a favor and keep Fido and
Polly out of the bedroom.
Irritants from the great outdoors

should stay outside. After a jog
through the park, or an afternoon
picnic, leave your shoes on the porch
and take a shower right away. You
can also keep pollen at bay by
closing your windows at night.
In addition to modifying your
diet to eliminate allergy triggers, Dr.
Pescatore has found that nutritional
supplements can help allergy and
asthma sufferers. Look for ones containing vitamin D3, vitamin C and
vitamin A. Additionally, vitamin
B12 stabilizes the imbalance of
bacteria occurring in the guts of most
allergy sufferers. Pantethine works
as a natural steroid, quercetin is one
of nature’s best antihistamines, and
magnesium helps rid your body of
toxins it consumes and faces daily
while helping you breathe more
easily.
For more diet and allergy tips,
visit www.drpescatore.com.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Check ❏

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
•

vinegars or mixing seasonings and
rubs that are salt free. Also, use olive
oil rather than vegetable oil or butter.
Still, when a person is busy, it's
easy to turn to fast food.
"I try to fix a balanced meal, but
sometimes you still get busy and it is
out of your control. In that case I
usually have fruit with me. My son,
being a teenager, still wants fast food
a lot," Barns explained.
If you must buy fast food, it is all
about what you order. You can find
the nutrition information on any fast
food chain's web site and many
restaurants have healthy options.
"You need a meal that is
balanced and proportioned appropriately for a healthy lifestyle. Most
fast food chains do offer healthier
choices to their value menus,
including vegetarian options. You
just have to ask," said Gonsnell, who
believes that if your heath is a
priority anyone can find the time to
prepare a healthy meal for themselves and their family.
"Don't let your busy lifestyle
steer the kinds of food you choose,"
she said. "No matter what your
lifestyle is, there is always the opportunity to make a better choice."

Tips To Prevent And Treat
Seasonal Allergies

Renewal ❏

Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com

quick-to-prepare items.
"It is possible to be busy, but
also maintain a healthy diet,"
Gosnell said. "Some people resort to
prepackaged food, but unfortunately
you will have limited control of the
ingredients and consume more fat,
sodium and cholesterol than recommended. Try batch cooking instead.
Cook a big Sunday dinner, or pot of
soup, then portion the leftovers and
freeze them. You now have a
healthy, home-cooked meal that's
grab and go."
Barns says she often does just
that, preparing her lunch the night
before. She also said she purchases
frozen vegetables because they are
quick to prepare and healthier than
canned veggies.
Gosnell says it's important to
know what a healthy meal consists
of and offers some tips to starting a
healthier diet. Incorporating fruits
and vegetables into every meal is
important, because they are low in
calories and have a high nutritional
value. Make sure fruits and vegetables take up the most room on your
plate. Eat fruit instead of chips for a
snack. Instead of frying food for
flavor, try cooking with flavored

Phone: (727) 896-2922

•

Fax (727) 823-2568

1-7 4-2
3-4 8-1
5-3 6-8

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Dwight Howard
Strongly Considering Career Overseas

Dwight Howard

BY GEORGE HENRY
FA I R B U R N , G A ( A P ) Dwight Howard’s frustration with
the NBA lockout has caused the
Orlando Magic star to strongly
consider playing overseas.
In an exclusive interview Sunday
with The Associated Press, Howard

said he would consider playing in
China or Europe if the NBA lockout
doesn’t end.
Howard, a five-time All-Star
who led Orlando to the NBA finals
in 2009, stopped short of saying
he’s in contract discussions with
teams overseas.
“I’m not at liberty to talk about it,”
he said, “but there’s a huge possibility
about me going to China or me going
overseas to play basketball.”
New Jersey guard Deron
Williams said recently after signing
with a team in Turkey that Howard
could become a worldwide star if he
played in China.
Howard, who hosted a celebrity
basketball game Sunday at Langston
Hughes High School to raise money
for his charity, didn’t disagree.
“The big thing for me is not
giving too much information away,

but at the same time I still need to let
people know what’s going on with
me,” Howard said. “I don’t want to
just sit over here and forget about basketball and waste, you know, opportunities for me to get better.”
Howard wasn’t interested in
discussing his potential free
agency at the end of next season.
Along with Williams and New
Orleans guard Chris Paul, Howard
is a marquee name for potential
free agency in 2012.
He saw no point in discussing
the 2012-13 season when there’s
no guarantee of an NBA season in
2011-12.
That’s why an opportunity
overseas could make sense soon.
“If I decide to go overseas, the
main thing is for me to continue to get
better, not to do the things that I
normally do, but do better at the things

I’m not good at,” Howard said. “So I
can use that talent to go overseas,
working on my skills and staying in
great shape.”
Howard recently hosted 400 kids
at a youth basketball camp in Spain
and was planning to host “a bunch of
them in China, but the lockout messed
everything up.”
The former overall No. 1 NBA
draft pick loves working with kids in
his native Atlanta, but he’s also
longing to spread his appeal in other
parts of the world.
“Being a role model lasts longer
than being a basketball player,” he
said. “Right now I have an opportunity to do a lot of great things. I’m
blessed with a lot of talents, but one of
my talents is being great with kids.
Being a good role model, you just
want to lead them in the right
direction.”

Howard: Hard To Believe It’s Been 20 Years

Desmond Howard

BY RICK GANO
SOUTH BEND, IN (AP) Desmond Howard shook his head
and smiled. It’s been 20 years since
he won the Heisman Trophy at
Michigan as an electrifying pass
catcher and kick returner.
To him it just doesn’t seem
possible it happened so long ago.
“Time just flies doesn’t it?
Twenty years is unbelievable. That’s
one of those things when somebody
says it you kind of got to do the math
in your head, like ‘Yeah I guess he’s
right,’” Howard said Saturday night
when he was enshrined with 15 other
players and four coaches into the
College Football Hall of Fame.
“Wow.”
Asked what had changed most

in the game since he flying over
fields in Ann Arbor, even striking a
Heisman pose after scoring a
touchdown, Howard was quick with
an answer, just as he was on the field.
The spread offense with multiple
formations and receivers.
“Everyone wants to spread
people out and try to get mismatches
out there in space,” he said. “When I
played if I did that can you imagine
the numbers?” he said with a big
laugh.
“You got to understand I won
the Heisman within the rhythm of
our offense. We had guys who could
tote the pill and we toted it, we just
didn’t throw the ball to 21. We tried
to run the ball, that was still our
primary goal.”
Also enshrined Saturday night
were: Dennis Byrd (North Carolina
State, DT, 1965-67); Ronnie
Caveness ( Arkansas, LB 1962-64);
Ray Childress (Texas A&M, DL
1981-84); Dex t er C o ak l ey
(Appalachian State, LB, 1993-96);
Randy Cross (UCLA, OG, 197375); Sam Cunningham (Southern
California, RB, 1970-72); Michael
Favor, North Dakota State, C, 198588); Charles Haley (James Madison,
DE, 1982-85; Mark Herrmann
(Purdue, QB, 1977-80); Clarkston
Hines (Duke, WR, 1986-89);
Desmond Howard (Michigan, WR,

1989-91); Mickey Kobrosky (Trinity
College, Back, 1933-36); Chet
Moeller (Navy, DB, 1973-75);
Jerry Stovall (LSU, HB, 196062); Pat Tillman (Arizona St., LB,
1 9 9 4 - 9 7 ) ; A l f r e d Wi l l i a m s
(Colorado, LB, 1987-90). Coach
Barry Alvarez (Wisconsin, 19902005); Coach
Mike Kelly (Dayton, 19812007); Coach Bill Manlove,
(Widener, 1969-91), Delaware Valley,
1992-95), La Salle, 1997-2001);
Coach Gene Stallings (Texas A&M,
1965-71), Alabama, 1990-96).
Byrd, Tillman and Kobrosky
were enshrined posthumously. After
his college days, Tillman went on to
an NFL career with the Cardinals.
After three seasons in the NFL, he
enlisted in the Army. He was killed in
Afghanistan in April 2004.
When Tillman’s bio was read
during the enshrinement dinner
Saturday night, he was given a
standing ovation by the crowd.
Haley emerged from littleknown James Madison to become
one of the NFL’s most ferocious pass
rushers and played on five Super
Bowl championship teams with
Dallas and San Francisco.
“I never dreamed of going to
college and when I got to college I
never dreamed of going to the pros,”
Haley said. “I was fortunate enough

to have coaches to be visionaries and
build a foundation and give me a skill
set. It’s not all about how athletic you
are, it’s about having the smarts to
understand all the pieces of the
puzzle that is going around you at the
time.”
Cunningham had the nickname
“Bam” for his punishing running
style. He had four touchdowns in a
1973 Rose Bowl win over Ohio
State. In his first game in 1970
against Alabama, he scored two TDs
and had 135 yards rushing against
the then all-white Crimson Tide,
leading a victory in a milestone performance.
“It has afforded a lot of black
athletes the opportunity to play
wherever they want to play,” he
said earlier.
Alvarez transformed a
Wisconsin program that was struggling to win games into a Big Ten
and national power and ended up
winning three Rose Bowls.
“It’s kind of a culmination,” he
said of his selection. “It’s what I did
for a living. It’s pretty special.”
Alvarez said the transformation
started with strong recruiting, especially making sure the Badgers kept
their in-state talent, and an emphasis
on building a big offensive line.
“We just thought we could put it
together,” he said.

Matt Crafton Takes
NASCAR Trucks Race In Iowa
BY LUKE MEREDITH
NEWTON, Iowa (AP) - Matt
Crafton hadn’t won a NASCAR
trucks race in three years. The way
Austin Dillon was running, it didn’t
look like that would change in
Iowa.
One sloppy pit stop changed
everything, allowing Crafton to
take a late lead and snap a frustrating 79-race winless drought.
Crafton held off a charging
Dillon to win the trucks race
Saturday night, his second career
victory and first since Charlotte in
2008.
“ It’s a huge momentum
builder,” Crafton said. “It was
awesome. It was a long time since
2008.”
Dillon led for most of the night
and had the fastest truck in the field,
but he fell back to eighth after the
late pit stop and couldn’t recover.
Dillon, who won at Iowa for his
first career win in 2010 and led for
127 laps Saturday night, nearly
pulled off a sweep for the Dillons at
Iowa’s .875-mile oval. Younger
brother Ty took the ARCA race

hours earlier.
Pole sitter David Mayhew was
third, followed by Johnny Sauter
and Joey Coulter.
All the Sprint Cup drivers who
occasionally run Trucks events
chose to stay in New Hampshire for
this weekend’s Nationwide and
Sprint Cup races. That left this as
one of the few races open for Trucks
Series regulars.
Dillon looked poised to take
advantage, but it was Crafton who
capitalized on a poor trip to pit row
by the No. 3 truck.
Ricky Carmichael drew a
caution roughly 50 laps from the
finish by hitting the wall, saving
Dillon from having to pit under a
green flag. Though Dillon’s pit
crew let him down, it didn’t take
long for him to start chasing down
Crafton.
Those two were side-by-side
with 12 laps left and it appeared
Dillon would catch him eventually.
But the No. 88 truck was able to
hold off all of Dillon’s furious
attempts to pass.
“(Dillon) got there and I said
`Oh boy, we’re going to have to

work for this one. And we did,”
Crafton said.
Dillon’s best finish of this
season moved him up to second in
the points standings. He’s 22 points
behind Sauter, though Dillon didn’t
take much solace in that.
“I don’t know what happened. I
saw they stumbled in the front, lost
a tire. Never got an explanation,”
Dillon said. `My guys do a great job
on pit row, and (Saturday) night
wasn’t their night.”
Mayhew earned his first career
pole earlier Saturday in just his sixth
career start, with Coulter starting
next to him on the front row on a
scorching hot night in Iowa.
Sauter took the lead after an
early caution, followed closely by
Dillon who grabbed the lead 30 laps
in and held it for 127 laps until his
misadventure in the pits.
Justin Marks spun off the track
midway through the race and drilled
the outside wall of pit road head on
putting a sizable dent in the SAFER
barrier in the process. Marks was
awake and alert after being checked
out at the medical center, but was
taken to a local hospital for further

evaluation.
That brought out the red flag as
track officials scurried to fix the
wall, and Dillon’s lead was cut to
under a second when things got
going 15 minutes later.
Dillon just shrugged it off and
quickly built up a big lead again.
He led 187 of 200 laps to win
last year’s race at Iowa, the first of
his career, and for most of the night
it appeared he’d be just as dominant
again.
But after winning twice as a
rookie in 2010, Dillon’s still
searching for his first victory this
year.
“My (grandfather, team owner
Richard Childress) barked on, in the
beginning of the season, about a
sophomore slump. I don’t know if
you call it a sophomore slump. Just
can’t finish,” Dillon said.
Todd Bodine, the defending
series champion, scored a late deal
with Randy Moss Motorsports that
got the No. 5 truck in the field.
Bodine, who finished fourth last
week in Kentucky, qualified 21st
out of 32 trucks and finished 10th.
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
President Obama Meets Civil
Rights Icon Ruby Bridges
WASH I N G TON, D.C . When Ruby Bridges visited the
Oval Office on July 15, President
Obama told her, “I think it’s fair
to say that if it wasn’t for you
guys, I wouldn’t be here today.”
November 14, 2010 marked
the 50th anniversary of six-yearold Ruby’s history-changing walk
to the William Franz Public
School in New Orleans as part of
court-ordered integration in 1960.
Six years after the 1954
United States Supreme Court
ruling in Brown v. Board of
Education declared that state laws
establishing separate public
schools for black and white
students were unconstitutional,
this event represented a victory
for the American Civil Rights
Movement.
Bridges was at the White

House to see how a painting commemorating this personal and
historic milestone looks hanging
on the wall outside of the Oval
Office. American artist Norman
Rockwell was criticized by some
when this painting first appeared
on the cover of Look magazine on
January 14,1964; now the iconic
portrait will be on display
throughout the summer of 2011 in
one of the most exalted locations
in the country.
The President likes pictures
that tell a story and this painting
fits that bill. Norman Rockwell
was a longtime supporter of the
goals of equality and tolerance. In
his early career, editorial policies
governed the placement of
minorities in his illustrations
(restricting them to service
i ndustry pos i t i o n s o n l y ).

However, in 1963 Rockwell confronted the issue of prejudice
head-on with this, one of his most
powerful paintings. Inspired by
the story of Ruby Bridges and
school integration, the image
featured a young AfricanAmerican girl being escorted to
school by four U.S. marshals
amidst signs of protest and fearful
ignorance. The painting ushered
in a new era in Rockwell’s career
and remains an important
national symbol of the struggle
for racial equality.
Rockwell received letters of
both praise and criticism from
Look readers unused to such
direct social commentary from
the illustrator. Rockwell would
revisit the theme of civil rights in
several other illustrations from
the period.

NAACP Criticizes CNN's
Lack Of African-Americans
In New Lineup
WASHINGTON, D.C. (TriceEdneyWire.com) The
NAACP expressed its profound
disappointment today in Atlantabased CNN for their newly
announced prime time news
lineup, which continues a multinetwork trend, excluding AfricanAmericans from prime time slots
as anchors and hosts.
"As CNN announced their
new schedule, a glaring omission
was present — no AfricanAmericans were hosts or anchors
in their prime time lineup," stated
NAACP President and CEO
Benjamin Todd Jealous. "The
NAACP is deeply concerned with
the lack of African American journalists in prime time news, both on
cable and national network news
shows. In the spirit of awardwinning African American journalists, from W.E.B. Dubois to Ed
Bradley, the NAACP feels it is
critical to bring this disparity, and
the broader trend reflected in the
overall lack of people of color as
prime time news anchors, to the
attention of the top officials at all of
the major broadcast and cable
news stations."

Currently, there are no African
American hosts or anchors on any
national news show, cable or
broadcast network, from the hours
of 5PM-11PM. The NAACP is
especially troubled because these
prime time slots are among the
most influential in daily news.
Prime time hosts in cable often
have the most latitude to express
their opinions, and evening news
anchors are traditionally seen as the
most credible voices in weekday
news broadcasts. CNN,
Bloomberg News, CNBC, FOX
News and MSNBC have shows
scheduled every hour to discuss
world news, financial news and
political news, and occasionally
have African-American commentators, but not one show in prime
time is headlined or anchored by an
African-American.
"The NAACP Hollywood
Bureau will be setting up meetings
with the presidents of the news
divisions to address this issue,"
stated NAACP Hollywood Bureau
Executive Director Vic Bulluck.
"Throughout the morning hours
and during daytime programming,
African-American journalists such

as Robin Roberts, Al Roker,
Roland Martin and Tamron Hall
have anchor and commentator
chairs; however, no African
American occupies that space in
the prime time evening news cycle.
With all of the respected, major
talent that is available, we find it
perplexing that these talented journalists are not elevated to prime
time and we intend to raise that
concern in our meetings."
Jealous added, "We have come
to expect this from the likes of Fox
News, but not other networks.
While we understand that news is
now a 24-hour cycle, most
Americans get their news from the
morning and evening prime time
broadcasts. We recognize and
appreciate that MSNBC often has
guest hosts like the Reverend Al
Sharpton, and CNN, CBS and
NBC have weekend anchors like
TJ Holmes, Don Lemon, Russ
M i t ch el l an d L es t er Ho l t .
Nonetheless, we encourage all
networks to acknowledge the talent
that exists and to increase the
diversity among their prime time
anchors and hosts.”

One Million Fathers Asked To
Lead Children Back To School
WASH I N G TON, D.C . (TriceEdneyWire.com) - For the
seventh year, men around the
country will be asked to lead their
children back to school this fall
during the Million Father March.
The nationwide movement
encourages black men to drop
students off on their first day of
school and guard school doors to
symbolize their support and protectiveness of all children earning
their education.
Studies show that parental participation, especially among
fathers, is linked to higher attendance, graduation rates and test

TESTING

continued from front page
applicant will be reimbursed for
the cost by adding the amount to
their benefit check.
If an applicant tests positive,
the applicant is ineligible for
benefits for one year, but can
reapply in six months if he/she
completes an approved substance
abuse treatment program.

scores.
Led by the Black Star Project,
a Chicago-based social justice
group dedicated to eliminating the
achievement gap among blacks
and Latinos, an estimated 800,000
men in 600 cities across the
country participated in the Million
Father March last year, according
to a press release. Men in cities of
the international countries of
Tamale, Ghana and London,
England have also participated.
Overall, coordinators expect 1
million men in 700 cities to participate this year, and to set the stage
for year-long involvement in

children’s educational, spiritual
and emotional endeavors.
“A father who actively participates in the educational and social
development life of a child is
invaluable and irreplaceable,” the
Black Star Project’s Web site
states. “While there is no magic
bullet to solving all of the problems
that we face in education, getting
fathers involved is a large step in
the right direction.”
The Baltimore chapter of the
National Action Network is
planning to recruit at least 1,000
men to welcome children back to
school on August 29.

A parent’s positive test result
does not affect the child’s eligibility for benefits; however, any
benefits received must be
disbursed through a protective
payee, who must also pass a drug
test.
The Florida chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union
warned that the bill may be challenged in court and is headed in the
same direction as its Michigan

predecessor.
“T h e was t efu l p ro g ram
created by this law subjects
Floridians who are impacted by the
economic downturn, as well as
their families, to a humiliating
search of their urine and body
fluids without cause or even
suspicion of drug abuse,” Howard
Simon, the chapter’s executive
director told reporters.

Self-Defense Lipstick Deters
Violent Crime Against Women
DALLAS - A non-lethal
pepper spray designed with the
appearance of a normal lipstick
shell has been specially created
for women in the interest of
deterring violent crime against
women. Aptly named Lipstick
Pepper Spray ($12.95), it
contains twenty half-second
bursts, sprays up to ten feet,
comes in several colors, and is
available from ICU Tek,
www.icutek.com.

This pepper formula is a
powerful self-protection
system with a simple
operation. When the carrier
feels threatened, afraid, or
even fears for her life, she may
simply reach into her purse,
pocket, or bag and withdraw
what appears to be lipstick.
She then removes the top,
ensures the spray exit is
pointed outward, and sprays
her would be attacker in the

face, thus, allowing plenty of
time for escape or to get out of
harm’s way.
Any female should immediately experience confidence
and control when carrying
Lipstick Pepper Spray, as it is
not only a convenient way but
it’s also a subtle manner in
which to provide much needed
personal protection in any
environment in this age of significant violent crime.

League Of Women Voters
Of Florida Criticizes
Redistricting Process
TALLAHASSEE - In the
second round of the Florida
Legislature’s redistricting
“listening tour” being held
th r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e t h i s
summer, the League of Women
Voters of Florida exposed a
jarring misrepresentation by
legislators regarding their
decision to spend public money
to fight new redistricting
standards.
During a redistricting public
hearing in Gainesville on July
13, the League refuted claims
by legislators that the House of
Representatives, in joining the
legal case against Amendment 6
filed by U.S. Reps. Corrine
Brown (FL-3) and Mario DiazBalart (FL-25), only seeks to
“clarify” how the amendment
interacts with the federal Voting
Rights Act. The complaint filed
by Gray Robinson, the former
law firm of House Speaker
Dean Cannon, on behalf of the
House does not mention a
request for clarification and
instead challenges the constitutionality of Amendment 6 in
order to invalidate it.
“Misrepresentation of the
House’s purpose in this lawsuit
gives the League grave concern
and should be of the same
concern to every Florida
citizen,” Florida League
president Deirdre Macnab said.
“It is time for this committee
and the Legislature to come
clean: drop the lawsuit, stop

spending taxpayer dollars and
follow the law of the land.”
Legislators were responding to continued criticism
during the hearings about their
willingness to spend taxpayer
money to overturn the will of 63
percent of voters, who approved
Fair Districts Amendments 5
and 6 in November. The case
against Amendment 6 is being
defended by Secretary of State
Kurt Browning, which amounts
to Florida taxpayers paying for
both sides of the same case.
“The Legislature should be
working to uphold the
Constitution, not spending our
money to protect their own
interests at the expense of the
provision placed there by
almost two-thirds of the electorate last November,” said Pam
Goodman, Fair Districts Chair
for the League. “If the
Legislature would stop trying to
get out of following the new
Fair Districts standards and
apply them as the voters
intended, there would be no
need for litigation and no need
for the massive amounts of
taxpayer money they are
planning to spend.”
Supervisors of Elections in
many counties have said that
speeding up the timeline for
redistricting set by the
Legislature will help them
e n s u r e e ff i c i e n t a n d f a i r
elections. Under the present
timeline, the League believes it

is highly unlikely that districts
will be finally approved before
candidates must sign up to run
for election. In addition, it is
unlikely that ballots will be
finalized by the deadline for
sending absentee and overseas
ballots. Districts may not be
finalized until August 2012,
which would mean Florida’s
maps would be approved later
than almost every other state in
the nation.
According to House lawyer
Miguel DeGrandy, the current
timeline will cause “massive
v o t e r c o n f u s i o n . ” Vo t i n g
officials will not have time to
prepare for the elections.
Challengers or new candidates
will have limited time to mount
campaigns, and voters will be
voting for candidates they have
had little opportunity to get to
know.
In Florida, Redistricting
Committee Chair Don Gaetz
has said citizens will have only
a two- or three-day comment
period before any votes are
taken on a proposal.
“It is no wonder that the
vast majority of citizens who
have been attending these
hearings have expressed
suspicion about the true motives
of the legislators,” Macnab said.
“We remain concerned that
citizens will have minimal time
to give substantive comment on
the real maps being proposed by
the Legislature.”

More Americans Want
To Be Their Own Boss
(STATEPOINT)
More
Americans today desire to be
their own bosses than ever
before, according to new
research. Last year, 565,000
new businesses were created
monthly by Americans,
according to the annual Index
of Entrepreneurial Activity
i s s u e d b y t h e K a u ff m a n
Foundation. This is the highest
rate in the last 15 years. And
other polling found that a
growing number of teenagers
would prefer working for
themselves rather than for traditional employers.
Many experts believe that
entrepreneurs and new start-up
businesses will help lead the
country out of the recession.
“Every new business
owner believes he has an idea
that will change the world and
make him rich in the process.
But a great idea is never
enough. The entrepreneur must
back that idea with sound

business practices and
systems, strong management,
and the ability to grow an idea
into a company,” says Jim H.
Houtz, a serial entrepreneur
of 40 years and author of the
new book, “Grow The
Entrepreneurial Dream: The
Ultimate Guide To Business
Success.”
Here are some tips from
Houtz for those looking to start
a new business:
- Develop a clear vision
statement. It must be specific
enough to inspire performance
and guide daily action, yet
general enough to adjust to
changing circumstances and
new opportunities.
- Continually evaluate the
markets you’re in. What will
they look like five years from
now?
- Measure your integrity
level. Keep checking yourself
and hold others to the same
standards.

- When hiring look for
m a t u r i t y, c a p a b i l i t y a n d
integrity.
- Keep your groups small.
Even if your company gets big,
work at keeping people in
small groups.
- Always train your staff.
Educate the people you have
and don’t just look to replace
them.
More tips on starting or
growing a business can be
found in Houtz’s new book and
online at www.allamericanentrepreneur.com.
“Ironically, once you get
past the challenge of establishing a business, the biggest
danger is unchecked growth,”
reveals Houtz. “Some businesses grow faster than they
can handle it and, as a result,
customer service, product
quality and employee morale
suffer and kick off a negative
cycle of activity that dooms the
business.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
FAMILY CONNECTION
SUNDAY: On July 31 our 9
a.m. Sunday School, and our 10
a.m. Worship Service, will be
the ONLY services held.
SAVE THE DATE! You
don’t want to miss our Aug. 2627 Women’s Conference “Being Fully Persuaded in
Holiness as Women of God” held at our church. Dr. Sheila
M. Bailey, wife of the late Dr. E.

K. Bailey, is our speaker. She is
an inspirational speaker on
issues that focus on women and
the family. Additionally, Dr.
Julia McMillan, Senior Pastor
of New Dawn Restoration
C hurc h (Tamp a), M i n i s t er
Natasha Williams (St.
Petersburg) and other Women of
God will also be part of this
dynamic women’s conference.
Teens, ages 12-17, are also
invited to attend the conference.
For more information
www.mzprogressive.org

O u r Wo m en ’s M i n i s t ry
continues their Bible Study at
Bay Vista Park, July 26, 6:30-8
p.m. The park is located at 4th
Street and Pinellas Point Drive
South. Come and be blessed by
the Word of God!
C as u al S u n d ay s (J u n eAugust) are back! However, we
do request modesty in apparel.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist Church
Pastor Jim R. Davis, leaders
and members of Elim Seventhd a y A dventis t Ch urch a re
inviting our neighbors to join us
as we strive to improve our
community through our
education and other services to
our neighborhood.
Elim Seventh-day Adventist
Church has charted a new and
vibrant course and have
executed several revival generating activities which have
included a Forgiveness
Seminar, a couple’s 40 Days of
Fasting and Prayer, a restructuring of its Junior Academy and
Day Care Center with a new
board, a new principal, new
teachers, and administrators.
Mark your calendars today
to join our newest venture, a
three-week revival series which
began on July 8, and will run
through July 31. The event is
open to the public, and features
three dynamic speakers: Pastor
Jim R. Davis (the church’s
pastor) – the first two days,

Pastor Gregory Mack (the
Executive Secretary of the
Southeastern Conference
Association of Seventh-day
Adventist) – July 10-23, and
Evangelist Lester Parkinson of
West Palm Beach – July 24-31.
The launch of the revival
program has seen a significant
cooperation between various
leading individuals and the congregation in general. Members
have taken up the challenge to
go door to door in the St.
Petersburg community, sharing
reading material, enrolling
interested individuals into Bible
Study courses, assisting some
community members with food
and clothing, and volunteering
to cut the yards of individuals
who needed the help. There is
also an ongoing food distribution program which takes place
at the church each Tuesday
between 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. based
on the available supply of food.
The Elim Junior Academy
and Child Development Center

which caters to children two
years old through the eight
grade have seen significant
academic improvement during
the last school year. The overall
student academic performance
soared through the roof, causing
p aren t s an d s t u d en t s t o
reco m m en d t h e faci l i t y t o
family and friends.
Beginning Saturday, July 23,
after the Sabbath Morning
Worship Service, which ends at
1:15 p.m., Elim will be serving
lunch, at the church, for needy
members of the community. The
church is located at the corner of
49th and 2nd Avenue South in
St. Petersburg. For information
about the school or other events,
call the school at 727-327-8651,
the church at 727-327-2374; or
e-mail us: pastor@elimsda.org.
Please tune in to our Radio
Broadcast which is aired every
Sunday morning at 10 on
WRXB, Praise 1590 AM & 96.5
FM.

The Education Committee invites you to
Join us in Worshiping the Lord as we
Celebrate the work of God's Parents.

Sunday July 24, 2011 - 10:45am
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church
1800 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Reverend Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Pastor
Speaker: Mary Conage, Director, Title 1,
Pinellas County Schools

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the
community at large, this wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for July
July 18-22 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention
and Youth Convention
July 27-30 - Congress No. 2
will be hosted at St. Mark
Jul 30 - Congress No. 2
Picnic at Dell Holmes Park
from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Lots of

Food, Fun and Fellowship!
Coming in the Month of
August
Aug 1-5 - Vacation Bible
School – 6-8 p.m. Come out
and join us for Bible Study,
Crafts Music, Sports, Food
and lots of Fun and Fellowship
for the entire Family.
Aug 15 - PIZZA Ministry
“Back to School Bash” for
children in the Child’s Park
Community. The Goal is to
help the children in the Child’s
Park area get ready for school
by equipping them with school
supplies as well as food, fun
and the Word of God,
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What

Baptist Believe.”
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

2011 Annual Empowerment Conference July 29 - 31
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705 • (727) 822-2089
The Reverend Bryant A. Fayson, Pastor

“Embrace God’s Gift of Power” Philippians 4:13
CONFERENCE PRESENTERS

Rev. Bryant A. Fayson, Pastor
Bethel AME Church, St. Petersburg

Rev. Keturah Pittman, Pastor
St. Mark AMEC, St. Petersburg

Rev. Dr. Victoria Martin-Banks, Pastor
Anointed Love Ministries, Atlanta

Rev. Patricia Nelson, Associate
Bethel AME Church, St. Petersburg

Mr. William E. Packer, Jr.
Movie Producer, Atlanta

Minister Clarence Green
St. Paul AMEC, Tampa

11 AM Morning Worship Service Speaker
Rev. Cathy Fayson-Johnson, Associate, St. James AMEC Progress Village, Tampa
Friday, July 29, Torch Awards Banquet 7 P.M. Adults $25 Children $10 (10 and under)
Saturday, July 30, Conference Registration:
$20 Adults $5 Youth (18 and under)
8:30 Continental Breakfast 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Conference & Lunch
Sunday, July 31, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.

Register by July 17 to receive a preferred registration packet
Make checks payable to:
Bethel AME Church Mail to: Birice Packer, P.O. Box 14255, St. Petersburg, FL 33733

12 THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2011
of Adel, GA. A powerful and
REUNIONS
inspiring message was delivered
continued from page 5

everyone coming back for more.
BBQ ribs and chicken, fried
chicken, assorted fish, grilled hot
dogs and hamburgers, baked beans,
potato salad, macaroni and cheese,
collard greens, corn bread and
desserts of all kinds were on the
tables. Children and adults had great
fun playing games, meeting new
family members and learning about
the family.
The evening was topped off
with a banquet at the Hilton Hotel.
The Master of Ceremony was Keith
Lawton. The Elders of the family
were graciously seated and honored
by the family. The welcome was
given by Kenneth Lawton, followed
by the prayer and blessing of food by
Dederick Woodard. The speaker for
this great occasion was family
member Audrey Hill from Colonia,
New Jersey, the daughter of reunion
president Amos (Mayme) Johnson

encouraging the family to bear the
torch in unity and love. Special
recognition of family members was
acknowledged by Dorothy Lawton,
Cynthia Lawton and Loletia
Lawton as well as a poem read by
several youth of the family. The
family celebration was highlighted
as President Amos Johnson gave
final remarks and words of
wisdom. The group selected
Atlanta, GA as the site for the 2013
Johnson-Franklin Family Reunion.
The weekend ended with our
“Farewell Worship Service” at the
Hilton on Sunday morning. Family
member, Minister Dederick
Woodard, shared the message of
faith, hope and love, reminding us
that we should look to those around
us to share God’s living word. We all
said our goodbyes and promised to
stay in touch. The hosts and
planning/support committee
included Keith (Dorothy) Lawton,

Kenneth (Cynthia) Lawton, Loletia
Lawton, Robin Lawton, Richard
(Ricky) Lawton (In memory/
deceased), Hebert Johnson
(guidance) – Miami, Debra
Woodard, Dederick Woodard,
Raynetta Mobley, and Linda Jones.
Special thanks to Simon and
Carleather Ponder (Ocala).
However, this gathering could not
have been a true success without the
outstanding support and coordination (leg work) of our extended St.
Petersburg family and friends who
did whatever was needed to make it
all happen. Final thanks to all and
God bless our beloved family from
near and far for joining us in
“Bearing the Torch” in 2011!
Don’t miss next week’s edition of
The Weekly Challenge, which will
include the Martin Family Reunion
and Akins/Aikens/Leeks Family
Reunions as we continue celebrating July as National Family Reunion
Month.

Reynolds Family Reunion Photographs

Johnson Family Reunion Photographs

